
 

Dear GCHS Families, 

 

I hope everyone had a good first week of second semester!  I am reaching out to provide an update 

on a number of school matters.   

 

We are eagerly gearing up for a return to blended learning on Tuesday, January 19th.  In order to 

provide time for faculty and staff to fully prepare for the return of students, Friday, January 15th will 

be a remote learning planning day.  There will be no student attendance on Friday, January 15.  

Under normal circumstances, we would certainly have communicated this with more advance 

notice.  However, with the need to be prepared to pivot among learning options as conditions 

warrant, we wanted to reserve the use of this planning day until we were certain there would be no 

changes to our blended learning plans. 

 

I also wanted to take a quick moment to clarify blended learning vs. fully remote learning.  

Beginning on January 19th, we will transition to blended learning with 25% of students present on 

any given day.  We will then seek to build to 50% on campus per the original Blended Learning 

Plan and then ultimately 100% in-person attendance when it is feasible to do so.  If you did not 

complete the Family Decision Form, your student has been scheduled for in-person/blended 

learning.  We are very hopeful your student will report for their assigned day.  However, while we 

remain in blended learning, it is possible for your student to continue to attend their classes on a 

remote basis.  Once we return to 100% on campus, attending blended learning remotely will no 

longer be an option.  Students would then need to attend classes in-person or transition to fully 

remote learning (via Edgenuity or Illinois Virtual High School).   For families that indicated they 

prefer fully remote learning for second semester, student learning should be underway via 

Edgenuity or Illinois Virtual High School.  If you have questions, please reach out to your 

counselor.   

 

There are some second semester functions I need to update you on.  This week, the difficult 

decision was made to cancel this spring’s prom venue.  Given the fact that we can only have 50 

people in a given space, it is hard to imagine things would change dramatically enough to gather for 

prom.  Class sponsors and the administration continue to think creatively about a prom experience 

for this school year.   

 

Similarly, we are also working to create multiple graduation options for our seniors.  I will begin by 

saying, there will absolutely be a graduation experience this school year for seniors!  It may look 

very different from a traditional graduation ceremony, or maybe it won’t, but we are actively 

working to plan for a variety of graduation options. 

 

Finally, I wanted to make you aware that the Lake County Health Department updated their website 

this morning to reflect the language I shared with you prior to break.  They have indicated “Lake 

County school districts should utilize CDC indicators and thresholds for risk of introduction and 

transmission of COVID-19 in schools.”  Further recommending that “the decision to offer virtual, 

hybrid, or in-person learning is determined by local school districts” based on the implementation of 
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key mitigation strategies to lessen the risk of in-person learning.  As this was just updated this 

morning, transitioning our website is a work in progress but I have begun that work and sharing the 

link here.  The Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) does not provide all of the metrics 

included in the CDC model, so you will find that I am utilizing a combination of CDC and IDPH 

metrics.  I will continue to keep this information updated on a regular basis, however please know 

there continues to be a significant lag in the reporting of data on a statewide basis.   

 

As always, feel free to reach out directly if you have any questions.  As a friendly reminder, the 

email address you are receiving this communication from is an automated Skyward email and not 

monitored.  If you want to reach me, my email is csefcik@grantbulldogs.org.  Have a wonderful 

weekend. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Christy Sefcik, Ed.D. 

Superintendent          
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